[Rhabdomyolysis associated with respiratory infection in chronic psychiatric patients during neuroleptic treatment].
Rhabdomyolysis is a disorder characterized by skeletal muscle injury and fatal complications at times. The causes of rhabdomyolysis are usually traumatic and non-traumatic, such as neuroleptic malignant syndrome and rhabdomyolysis associated to septicemia. The cases of 2 schizophrenic patients with rhabdomyolisis during pneumonia infection and neuroleptic therapy are reported. At admission, both patients had important respiratory distress and hyperthermia; the clinical conditions required endotracheal intubation. Blood and urine cultures were always negative, while the bronchial sputum culture was positive. The diagnosis of rhabdomyolysis was confirmed by myoglobinemia dosage and ortholuidine test. Pneumonia infection was treated with antibiotic specific therapy whereas renal failure was treated with adequate hydratation and strained diuresis. The absence of muscle rigidity, the improvement of X-r images and the reduction of corporeal temperature, during antibiotic treatment, excluded neuroleptic malignant syndrome. The impro-vement allowed extubation and discharge of the patients from intensive care unit. In both cases neuroleptic malignant syndrome was excluded, therefore rhabdomyolysis was the consequence of pneumonia infection or of a combination of factors capable to cause an important damage of skeletal muscles.